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Nehemiah: Purpose, Passion, and Prayer  

1. Historical Background:  

 

586 B.C

Babylonians take 
Judah captive

539 B.C.

Cyrus of Persia 

Conquers Babylon

538 B.C

The return of some 
Jews to Judea begins

536-515 B.C.

The temple is rebuilt

464-424 B.C.

Artaxerxes Long; 
manus reigns in Persia

458 B.C.

Ezra leads a group of 
returners

44 4 B.C

Nehemiah leads a 
group of returners

443 B.C.

Jerusalem's wall is 
reconstructed
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2. 
• Rebuilding of the walls 

Purpose of the book/Nehemiah’s ministry 

• Repopulation of Jerusalem 

• Restoration of God’s people 
 
 

 
3. 

• An inquiry 

The structure of chapter 1 

• A response 

• A prayer 

 

4. 
A. The Reverence of Praise  

The Flow of the Prayer    vv. 5-11 

(see Matt. 6-9) 
 

B. The Request of Pardon 
(see Matt. 6:12) 
 

C. The Reliance on the Promise 
 

D. The Release of the Petition      
 (see Matt. 6:11) 

 
5. 

How can we keep prayer from becoming an excuse for inactivity?  
How do we know what to pray for? 

Application: 


